LATE SEASON FIELD CUTTINGS

Beginning now until all the dahlia clumps are brown and dry, | like to

take cuttings. Until | dig up a clump, | cannot know how many tubers

have been produced; but | can take cutt
case something befalls the tubers at any stage of their growth. So

Field Cuttings can increase the stock of rare varieties. Field cuttings

might be the only way of insuring continuation of terrible tuber

producers like Porcelain or Belle of the Ball. Late se ason field

cuttings can also produce stock for early planting and thus produce

early blooms. Last year we had first double blossoms the end of

April! So longed for and so lovely.

| look for new green sprigs along the fat lower stalk or the larger
branch es of a plant. | prefer at least 4 sets of leaves. Cleverer
dahlianiers can work magic with only 3 sets, but | prefer 4. | gently
apply pressure to extricate the sprout off the stalk without breaking
either the stalk or the sprig.






| remove the bottom sets of leaves until | have only 1  -2or 3 sets left.

| prefer 16x16 plastic container
roots seem to |ike to feel tight a
brilliant cutti ng crew (Lou, Devi, Pat and Tinnee) put their tuber
cuttings directly into 46x438s; b
mi sting rooms. I use a very oli
vermiculite, perlite, and rich composted soil.

o
T @
e B <

ut
ght



|pack 6 of mylittle 1x1ds into a half gall on
can let a little water pool at the bottom to keep the humidity high.

Other growers make little mini  -greenhouses with chop sticks and
plastic bags. | might try an experiment and see if it enhances

growth?
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| put everything in my unheated 60x88 ¢
onatimerforl8 -20 hours a day. The dahlias ¢t
Nightds Eve every night!! | spritz wi
balanced fertilizer.

Over time, new leaves will put forth; wee hair roots will develop.
Sometimes | use a plastic fork to hold the shoot aloft until it builds up
the strength to do so by itself.






